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troops, with a ringing cheer, rolled like a resistless wave into the enemy's works, tearing away with their hands what abatis there was in front of the intrench-ments, and carried the line at all points. Inside tho intrenchments there ensncd a savage hand-to-hand combat with the bayonet and clubbed muskets.
The fight was of short duration, resulting in tho capture of General Johnson and nearly the whole of his division, four thousand men, twenty pieces of artillery, and thirty colors. The rest of the force fled to the rear in great confusion.
The point where Hancock struck tho enemy's lino of works was where it formed what is called a salient ; and, having burst open this angle, Hancock had driven a wedge between the right and centre of tho enemy, and was in a position to rive asunder tho Confederate army. Lee made no less than live desperate assaults to regain this position; but Hancock was ably supported, and the enemy was successfully repulsed.
Speaking of this affair, Swinton says that " of all the struggles of the war, this was perhaps tho fiercest and most deadly. Frequently throughout tho conflict, so close was the contest that the rival standards were planted on opposite sides of the breastworks. The enemy's most savage sallies were directed to retake tho famous salient which was now become an angle of death, and presented a spectacle ghastly and terrible. Oil the Confederate side of the works lay many corpses of those who had been bayoneted by Hancock's men when they first leaped the intrenchments. To those were constantly added the bravest of those who, in thoring a hhot cnpttired the C. 4oi:i federate picket**, llien, taking the (Uiuble-^uiek^ t,li.<led the enen:.
